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r 
Mr. Tolawb, from the Committee on Commerce, submitted the following 

The Committee on Commerce, to ivhom was referred the petition of Ben¬ 
jamin Evans, asking “ that there may he repaid to him the difference, 
with interest, between the amount of duty paid by him on the brig 
Ariel and what he ivould have paid had she been treated as an American 
bottomf report : 

That it appears that said vessel was an American registered vessel, be¬ 
longing to the port of New York; that she was stranded on the 1st of 
October, 1825, at Andros island, was abandoned by the captain to the 
underwriters, and her register returned to the collector at Newr York ; that 
she was subsequently sold at public auction, and purchased by a citizen of 
Nassau, New Providence, who succeeded in bringing her into Nassau, 
where she was purchased by the petitioner, as he alleges, under the ad¬ 
vice of the American consul resident there, and his own belief that she 
had not lost her national character. He went to much expense in fitting 
her for sea; put on board of her a cargo, with which he arrived at Phila¬ 
delphia on the 19th of April, 1826. The collector refused to recognise 
her as an American vessel, and the petitioner was obliged to pay foreign 
duties m both vessel and cargo. He immediately applied to the Treasury 
Department for a new register and for the refunding of the duties so paid, 
fhis was refused by the Department under a strict, but no doubt correct, 
construction of the act of 27th of June, 1797. 

The petitioner, being unable to procure a new American register, re¬ 
ceived from the collector at Philadelphia a letter or certificate of owner* 

and sailed to the south side of the island of Cuba, whence be sailed 
to Havana, and from thence to Gibraltar. On this voyage the vessel was 
lost with three of the crew ; the remainder were saved after much suffering, 

Dhe committee are of opinion that the principal objects of the act of 
H9/ were to encourage American navigation and the building of American 
vessels, both objects of much importance, neither of which will be inju- 
nously affected by granting relief to the petitioner. The case does not 
come within the spirit of the act, 

fhis vessel, abandoned as a wreck, was indeed purchased by a foreigner, 
who merely brought her into port from the place where she had been 
stranded; she was then purchased by the petitioner, a citizen of the 
tinted States, and, as he alleges, under the belief that she had not lost 
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'her national character. He went to much expense in preparing her for 
sea, brought a cargo into the United States, and asks only that he may have 
refunded to him the difference, with interest, of the duties which he was 
obliged to pay in consequence of the vessel being treated as a foreign 
vessel. 

The committee report a bill for his relief without interest. 
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